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Thr@m’@ms Viet Effoﬁ

Kevolt May Weaken US. Saln'on Campawn to Halk
Reds’ Infiltration Through Laos, Cambodia

By Stanley Karnow
Washington Post Foreign Service
SAIGON — Unrest among

South Viteviam's tribal minee-

:itles is reportedly edging tv-

towards & revolt that could
fragment this countiry's cruclal
hightand fegions and seri-

‘ously weaken the present war

effort here. -

The tribal insurgents—often
called montagnards — who
have long held grlevances
against  suécessive  Saigon
governments, are organized
into a force estimated to num-
ber 3500 armed men. Their
main strength is in Kontum,

-Darlac and Quangduc provin-

oes, which border on Laos and
Cambodia.

These provinces contain the
infiltratlon routes through
which most Communist troops
and supplies pass. into South
/Vietnam. Tribal agents in this
‘area have been significanit
sources of intelligence on
Communist movements.

The insurgents are part of
a broad tribal movement that

. calls itself FULRO—a French

acronym signifying the “unmit-
ed front for the etruggle of
oppressed Races.” The front,
‘which clalms to  wrepreseat
some 35 different tribes, is be-
‘lieved ¢o be ravd% “hﬁlg
‘support .amonig ne a
non Mghland people. - .

i
Mo

> |direct their movement from a

In particular, the FULRO is
said to have won considerable
sympathy within the units
which, under Unijted States
special forces advisers, patrol
the! border regions. These
units, comprising some 30,000
men, are known as the “plvil-
ian lrregular defense group.”

Evidently inspired by the
FULRO, memhers of this
American - backed defense
group have staged sporadic
uprisings within the past year,
Tho most severe of 'hetn e
curred last December, wh o
the armed tnibesmen e si. -
in Quangduc and Phunca p o

Arauks other minotities In Viet-|

(XK hnors, lowland groups.

Western speclalists. in tribal
affairs do mot believe that the
FULRO maintains a formal
connection with the Commu.
nists. They allow, however, that|
certain tribal factions may be|:
inffltrated by, Vietcong opera.
tives.

The tribal movement's griev-
ances are primarily focused
on efforts to win from the
central Salgon goverament
recognition of the distinct eth-
nie 4ralts of the highland
peoples. The FULRO" also!
claims to have folded into its:

nim. such as the Chams and{

vinces. Their insurgent nctim
in Phubon dlstrict capital re-
sulted in 34 deaths.

In the view of experts heve,
the insurrection Is again tak-
ing on mew momentum that
could lead to a “popular rebel-
lion” In the central highlands.

One of the fresh factors in
strengthening the insurgents
has been the reported cein-
forcement of its political lead-
ership. The. head of the
FULRO {s a Frencheducated
Rhade tribesman in his. mid-
forties, Yhahm Enoul, who:
formerly served as a V-letna.
mese government adminis.’
trator in the highlands. '

Disavowed by Silhanouk
Ybahm and hds etaff mow

mobile  headquarters in the
southeastern Cambodian bor-|
der mglon. adjoining Viet-,
nam's - jprovince,
L'me FULRO has been publicly
disavowed Cambodia’s

chief  of ‘cute. Prince - Noro-
dom Bthanouk, ...

apas 0,

'FULRO wants the right for
i minorities to teach thefr own

Among {ts demands, the

languages, control thelr owm
land ftracts and exercise a
Jlarger degree of poliblcal auto-
mony.

Point at Hanol ,

Even the morst amt:l-Com
munist tribal spokesmen point-
with a measure of envy at

, .tivcs meet regularly with the 't
‘present Saigon government, }
‘virtually no progress has been'

made in meeting the FULRO
demands. And specialists here
doubt that a real settiement *
of this friction can be °
-achieved—for the roots of the .
iproblem reach back to the
‘dim depths of history. .

Ethndeally of proto- -Malay. -
stock, the tribal peoples were '
the aborlglnal Inhabitants of \
Vietram. When the Viet tribes |

|

i

seeped down from the territo- '

ry that és now China over 2000
‘years ago, - they conquered
these aborigines, taking thelr
valley farmlands and driving |
them inte higher reglons.
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As elsewhere in Asla, ant a

mosity bdetween the

valley ' /i
Vietnamess and fribal

tigh-%:

1anders has persisted. To ets- -
dioate ﬁﬂs traditional friction : f
will- take generations. In fts i .
present, ‘tiowever, Vlet-" :

Communist North Vietnam, -

where fhighland minorities
have béen accorded noml'nally

autonomous zones. .
Different Saigon reglmes,

anxious to unify South Viet-
nam, have refused to acknowl-
edge tnibal identities,

In reaction, the #ribal fac.
tions have frequently ngltated
in strikes and revolts, After a

jatled by the iate' President -
Ngo Dinh Diem, and not res -
leased untii after: Diem'

'major strike in 1958, Ybahm :
and other tribal lexders were -




